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GMO Registry forms Partnership Agreement with Canon to Apply for and Operate 

“.canon” Domain 

 

GMO Internet Group company, GMO Registry today announces it will partner with Canon to apply for and 

operate the new generic Top Level Domain(*1), “.canon”. 

 

1. Background 

On March 16, Canon revealed plans to acquire the new gTLD, “.canon”. The new Canon brand TLD would 

enable the company to unify its online identity globally with an intuitive TLD that is easier to remember than 

“canon.com” and other existing domain names.  

GMO Registry was built on the domain industry expertise and sophisticated system design and operation 

technology of the GMO Internet Group. Canon chose to partner with GMO Registry to apply for and operate its 

new gTLD based on the group’s industry experience and excellent reputation in technology.  

 

2. About GMO Registry 

Following the ICANN decision to implement new top level domains, GMO Registry, Inc. was established in July 

2009 to provide all-in registry package solutions including application assistance, system architecture, 

back-end operation, and marketing support for new TLDs. The company is also working to secure the dot shop 

TLD to power the online identity of ecommerce businesses worldwide.  

 

Company Name GMO Registry, Inc. http://www.gmoregistry.com       

Location Cerulean Tower, 26-1 Sakuragaokacho, Shibuya ku, Tokyo, JAPAN  

CEO Masatoshi Kumagai 

Business Description - Domain registry services 

Capital 50 million yen 

 

3. Impact on Business Earnings in the Current Term 

This partnership does not impact our current earnings forecast. Any material changes to forecast results will be 

reported as soon they have been identified.   

 

Company Name: GMO Internet Inc.  

 (TSE First Section, Code: 9449）  

Address: 26-1 Sakuragaoka-cho Shibuya-ku Tokyo JAPAN 

Representative: Masatoshi Kumagai, CEO and Representative Director  

Contact: Masashi Yasuda, Managing Director  

Telephone: +81 3 5456 2555 

URL: http://www.gmo.jp/en  

http://www.gmo.jp/en
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Domain Terminology 

*1. gTLD  (Generic Top Level Domain) In June 2008 the Board of ICANN, the organization that 

coordinates the Internet’s addressing system, approved a recommendation overhauling the 

rules for introducing TLDs. Until now users have been restricted to 21 gTLDs (.com, .net 

etc.), and with the exception of country and regional TLDs, applications for specific new 

gTLDS were solicited by ICANN and subjected to their application and screening process. 

The new gTLD rules would significantly relax the existing process, paving the way for 

organizations to put forward their own applications for top level domains. Applications are 

expected to open in 2011. 

Registry An organization responsible for the central management of a domain name. Behind each 

TLD is a registry that manages all original domain name data. 
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